Hosea Background

I. The Man

A. His name means “Salvation”


B. Area – Ephraim or Manasseh


C. Father’s name – Beeri – probably a middle class merchant


D. Education – intellectual qualities and spiritual vision

E. Contemporary of Amos, Isaiah and Micah

II. The Ministry


A. Date: 755 – 710 BC

B. Uzziah (783-743 BC); Jotham (742-735 BC); Ahaz (735-
715 BC); Hezekiah (715-686 BC) were rulers during his ministry
III. The Message – To recall wayward Israel to its obligations to worship only Jehovah (Deut 28)
IV. Interesting Facts


A. Only writings to come from the Northern Kingdom.


B. The nation is prosperous from a material state point.


C. The personal illustration of his unfaithful wife.


D. Israel was a puppet state of Assyrians.


E. Key words – sin, judgment and salvation

